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Legal 
pot 1s 
ready 
for its 


debut 


Fifty shops statewide 
are licensed to sell 
marijuana for 
recreational use 
beginning today. 


By PATRICK MCGREEVY 


SACRAMENTO — Will 
Senn has been waiting his 
whole life for this. Califor- 
nians can now buy marijua- 
na in stores, and his shop is 
opening its doors at 7 a.m. 
New Year’s Day. 

Senn’s Urbn Leaf in San 
Diego was among the first to 
get a state-issued license to 
sell pot for medical and rec- 
reational uses. He hired 15 
more workers to accommo- 
date what he expects to bea 
crush of new customers at 
his shop, which had special- 
ized in cannabis for medi- 
cinal purposes. 

“This is what a lot of ac- 
tivists in the industry have 
been working for since the 
1990s when Dennis Peron 
opened his first marijuana 
shop for AIDS patients in 
San Francisco,” said Senn, 
32. “It’s a monumental mo- 
ment, and we are ecstatic to 
beapart ofit.” 

The KindPeoples Collec- 
tive in Santa Cruz plans to 
give out T-shirts to the first 
420 people who show up to 
buy weed Monday. 

Chief Executive Khalil 
Moutawakkil, 33, said the le- 
galization of marijuana for 
recreational use is a major 
change that has been too 
long in coming. 

“This is essentially going 
to eliminate prohibition on 
the plant ofthe last 400 years 
and return the plant back to 
the people,” he said. 

Still, don’t expect pot 
shops on every corner. In re- 
cent weeks, hundreds of 
businesses have applied for 
temporary licenses to en- 
gage in the marijuana busi- 
ness, but industry officials 
expect a slow rollout as most 
cities in California have not 
yet given their approval, a 
prerequisite to getting a 
state license. As of Friday, 50 
licenses had been issued by 
the state for businesses to 
sell recreational pot. 

Sales for recreational use 
of pot are allowed in cities in- 
cluding Los Angeles, West 
Hollywood, San Francisco, 
San Diego, Oakland, Santa 

[See Marijuana, A10] 


Prepping for legal 
pot in Southland 
‘A special moment’: Dis- 
pensaries scramble to 


begin selling recreational 
marijuana. CALIFORNIA, B1 


People gather at Grand Park to mark New Year’s Eve. Revelers said the 
event gives L.A. a focal point to celebrate the city. CALIFORNIA, B3 


Cops ambushed 


Colorado gunman kills 
law officer. NATION, A5 
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IRAN’S WINTER OF DISCONTENT 


A protest at the University of Tehran, seen in a photo obtained by Associated Press, is part of the unrest 
roiling Iran. Fed up over economic woes, Iranians are calling for their leaders’ ouster. BACK STORY, A2 


On edge about a fledgling 


After Thomas fire burns a condor haven, scientists hold 
out hope for chick No. 871 after its parents are spotted 


By LOUIS SAHAGUN 


FILLMORE, Calif. — Pushed by 
instinct and age, a fledgling Califor- 
nia condor had been expected to step 
to the edge ofits cliff-side cave some- 
time in December and, with black- 
and-white wings flapping hard, make 
its first flight over the scrubby terrain 
of the Los Padres Sespe Condor 
Sanctuary. 

But then the Thomas fire broke 
out. 

The blaze ripped through Los Pa- 
dres National Forest and into the 
53,000-acre sanctuary, where 80 ofthe 
state’s 172 free-flying condors spend 
much oftheir time. 

On Dec. 15, the lth day of the fire, 
scientists lost contact with a radio 
transmitter attached to the turkey- 
size chick known as No. 871 as flames 
raced toward its closet-size cave. 
Days later, a biologist chaperoned by 
a strike team from the California De- 
partment of Forestry and Fire Pro- 
tection picked up a faint ping with an 
uneven tempo from the vicinity ofthe 

[See Fledgling, A6] 


U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 


A CALIFORNIA condor stands guard next to its chick. The feder- 
ally endangered species is the largest scavenging bird in the nation. 


After wine country fires, a new crisis 


through California’s wine 
country. 

But the sense of relief 
wouldn’t last long. Within 
weeks, Wehagen said, she 
and her family were handed 
a 60-day eviction notice. She 
said the property owner in- 
formed them that their 
Santa Rosa apartment 
would be remodeled and 
that they could return ifthey 
paid an extra $700 a month 


in rent — after already hik- 
ing the rent 10%. 

Scores of residents like 
Wehagen have alleged rent 
gouging after the October 
firestorms torched thou- 
sands of buildings, leaving 
many people without homes 
and exacerbating an already 
severe housing shortage. 

As the wildfires ravaged 
Northern California, Gov. 
Jerry Brown on Oct. 9 de- 


clared a state of emergency, 
making it a crime under the 
state’s anti-price gouging 
law to raise the prices of 
goods and services, includ- 
ing housing rentals, more 
than 10%. The governor ex- 
tended the ban through 
April 18. 

But in the areas hardest 
hit by fires, rents have sky- 
rocketed and prosecutors 

[See Rents, A7] 


Many say they face 
rent gouging, but cases 
are difficult to prove. 


By ADAM ELMAHREK 


Kalen Wehagen thought 
her troubles were over after 
her apartment survived the 
wildfires that ripped 


By SHASHANK BENGALI 


MUMBAI, India — Ra- 
heel Shaikh had worked his 
way up from a $90-a-month 
entry-level job in digital 
marketing to a position that 
paid 10 times as much. He 
remodeled the two-room 
apartment he shares with 
his parents, bought a motor- 
bike and was planning his 
wedding this month. 

Finally, over the summer, 
the 30-year-old Shaikh 
splurged on the new must- 
have item for the upwardly 
mobile Indian: an air condi- 
tioner. 

On a warm afternoon in 
November, Shaikh sat inside 
5 his living room and ex- 
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A GRAND ENTRANCE INTO 2018 


Weather 
Dense fog will lift. 
L.A. Basin: 74/53. B6 i 85944100200 
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TRUMP 
TWEETS 
AS IRAN 


President’s support of 
protests may backfire 
as Tehran points to his 
‘rogue nation’ insults 
at earlier U.N. event. 


By LAURA KING 
AND ALEXANDRA ZAVIS 


WASHINGTON — Onis- 
sues from climate change to 
healthcare, there are few 
things President Trump rel- 
ishes more than doing the 
opposite of something his 
predecessor did. Now an 
eruption of antigovernment 
protests across Iran — the 
biggest in nearly a decade in 
the Islamic Republic — of- 
fers him another way to set 
himself apart from Presi- 
dent Obama. 

But its a path strewn 
with foreign policy pitfalls as 
well as potential opportuni- 
ties. 

Iran’s leaders already are 
casting Trump’s increas- 
ingly effusive expressions of 
support for the demon- 
strators as opportunistic 
meddling and are painting 
the demonstrators as for- 
eign pawns, adopting a 
strategy that some analysts 
say could jeopardize the le- 
gitimacy of the nascent 
antigovernment protests. 

Trump’s volley of tweets, 
hailing the protests only 
hours after they broke out 
Thursday night, contrasted 
with Obama’s more muted 
initial response to the 2009 
wave of unrest known as the 
Green Movement that fol- 
lowed the disputed reelec- 
tion of hard-liner Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad as president. 

Obama eventually tough- 
ened his rhetoric in response 
to a wide-ranging crack- 
down by authorities in 
Tehran. But he also spoke 
pointedly of wanting to 
“avoid the United States be- 
ing the issue inside of Iran.” 

Trump has shown few 
such qualms so far, tweeting 
about the protests for three 
days straight as Iranians 
took to the streets despite a 
heavy police presence, tear 
gas and scores of arrests. 
The defiance gained urgency 
after two people were re- 
ported shot to death in the 
city of Dorud, about 200 
miles southwest of Tehran. 

“Big protests in Iran,” the 
president tweeted Sunday 
from his beachfront Mar-a- 
Lago resort in Palm Beach, 
Fla. “The people are finally 
getting wise as to how their 
money and wealth is being 
stolen and squandered on 
terrorism. Looks like they 
will not take it any longer.” 

[See Iran, A9] 


POWERING INDIA 


Caught in a sweltering cycle 


As a growing middle class embraces home cooling, 
the energy demand could set back the climate fight 


Air conditioner use heats up 


Increased demand in India is projected to drive a global 
surge in room air conditioners. 


Source: Energy Technologies Area, Berkeley Lab 


[See India, A4] 
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